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WOT; YOUR HULL WEIGHS 500 LES.

There are many times when one feels certain that the average Corsair weighs a ton - especially when pushing boat & trailer over soft sand. But if you haven't weighed your boat accurately and you wish to find out whether or not your hull is less than 136 kg (min.) prescribed in the Class Rules, here's a simple way to find out by using mum' s bathroom scales. And you don't even have to move your boat off the trailer! 
First, take out everything moveable from the boat, i.e., mast, boom, centreboard, rudder, sheets, etc. Drain out all water from between hulls and mop up all moisture from inside of boat. Your boat should be on a level surface.

(a.) Measure distance (inches/cms - but be consistent) along a line parallel to the boat's keel, from u Point below the centre of the trailer axle to a Point in line with the centre of the tang on which the front of the trailer rests. This is (a) on the formula.
(b.) Lift front of trailer until it is approxim6tely level (or better still, the boat itself is, level) End rest tang on bathroom scales. Measure recorded weight in lbs/kilos (be consistent) and call this (b) on the Formula.

(c.) Now pull the boat backwards on the trailer approx. 12-24 inches.

The greeter the distance, the smaller the error in the calculation. This distance is not critical in itself, but needs to be measured as accurately as possible. 'This is (c) on the Formula.
(d.) With the boat in this position and with trailer/boat still level obtain another reading on the bathroom scales in either lbs/kilo. This reading is (d) on the Formula.

Now get out your Calculator... or do it the old fashioned way.

Boat Weight (lbs/kilos)   =      a x (b - d)

                                                c

Remember, 136 kg is 299.8 lbs.

The above Formula is as accurate as your Scales and your measuring Tape.

This article is based on a item in American "Yacht Racing/Cruising" June 178 issue written by Mike 'Tuckey, Portsmouth, V.A.
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